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SYNOPSIS

CLOSING ESCROW is the story of three quirky families seeking to buy their next home. They’re all moving for different reasons—and none of them are getting along with their real estate agents.

African American attorneys Bobby and Tamika have hired Hillary Macella as their real estate agent.  Hillary is a racially hyper-sensitive white woman dealing with more than her share of white 
guilt.  That is until she gets mugged, and starts seeing the world quite a bit differently.

Tom and Dawn are an unconventional couple. When they met, Tom was happily married to another woman. But thanks to Dawn’s unstoppable persistence (the police reports called it stalking, but Dawn doesn’t like to think of it that way), Tom was convinced to leave his wife and start his life over again in a new home with Dawn. They’ve wound up with a shady real estate agent with a knack for damaging homes to make them more affordable for his clients. This makes house hunting somewhat awkward for Tom and Dawn, not to mention a little dangerous.

Mary and Allen feel like they’ve lucked out with their real estate agent. Not only is Peter Jacobsen a great guy and a talented agent, he’s also their friend. But as it happens, Peter is living in a much nicer house than Mary and Allen can afford, sparking a one sided competition with jealous Allen as he connivingly tries to one-up his agent in the middle of their house hunt.

All three families converge on the same property which inevitably goes into multiple offers.  Who gets the house?

A CONVERSATION WITH FILMMAKER ARMEN KAPRELIAN
What attracted you to the subject matter of real estate?

Buying and selling a home is one of the most dramatic and stress-filled things you can do.  And I personally had a front row seat for 3 years while producing for HGTV’s # 1 rated show House Hunters.  I always felt that environment was a fertile ground for comedy. 
How did the project come to fruition?

I put together a loose script centered around 3 different families and the search for their next home. Pretty straight forward, but I thought it was a good way to deal with the many different frustrations and difficulties of house hunting in a funny way. I then spent the next year and a half raising the $600,000 budget from, ironically, real estate agents who wanted to see a comedy about their industry.  
How was the style and tone of the film influenced by your television background?

I wanted this film to feel like a reality show / documentary since that’s what our demographic was already familiar with.  That meant a lot of handheld camera work, interview setups, and raw lighting environments. I also decided to go with improvised performances, which turned out to be one of the most challenging aspects of making the film. Eloquently written dialogue would not have rung true to the style of the film because normal people don’t speak that well.  It had to look and sound natural which more often than not means imperfect. 
To aid in keeping a chaotic story environment in check, I decided to hire Kent Llewellyn who was a talented story editor I had worked with on House Hunters.  I had him involved early in preproduction and on the set with me to bounce ideas off of from an editing perspective.  He also shot all the povs and exteriors which freed me up to work with the actors and focus on their performances.  (There's no way I could have brought this thing in on time and on budget without Kent.)  The script I had written did include some very defined scenes and distinct beats to help keep the story on track and also served to give the actors something to anchor to.  But none-the-less, we were going to need an extremely talented cast to be able to pull this off.

The cast notably features Wendi Mclendon Covey and Cedric Yarbrough from “Reno 911,” but also a lot of unfamiliar faces.  How did you go about casting?
We spent a lot of time scouring the L.A./Hollywood improv comedy scene and auditioned over 170 performers. There are a lot of funny people out there. We had initially cast the then unknown Kristen Wiig for the role of Hillary the racist agent.  She blew us away in her auditions but she had disclosed to us that SNL might be casting her for that fall which would be her priority.  We understood.  We always felt that she would likely get the call from Lorne Michaels but we took a chance that it wouldn’t be during her 5 scheduled days of shooting.  Sure enough, just a few days before the shoot, Lorne Michaels called sending her to NY and sending us scrambling. 
As a last second desperate attempt to get someone capable of carrying the role of Hillary, we contacted Wendi Mclendon Covey, someone we honestly thought was way out of our league. As fate would have it, Wendi had heard of us and was intrigued by the role.  We met that evening and 
she accepted the role the next morning. We were lucky to get her. This cast made Closing Escrow the film that it is.  My job as director was to explain where a particular scene would start and stop, and most importantly, why.  We’d do each take a couple times and see where it went.  I’d jump in when necessary but that’s all this cast really needed. As a result, we caught lightning in a bottle on a regular basis.  And most importantly, the performances looked and felt genuine.
ABOUT THE CAST

WENDI MCLENDON-COVEY (Hillary) Wendi McLendon-Covey can be seen on the small screen starring in two all-improv comedies: “Reno 911” and “Lovespring International.” She can also be seen in the films OVER MY DEAD BODY, COOK-OFF, and RENO 911: MIAMI.  Wendi was the recipient of the SPECIAL JURY AWARD for Comedy Performance in Film at the 2007 U.S. Comedy Arts Festival in Aspen, CO, for her work in both CLOSING ESCROW and COOK-OFF. She is a member of the Groundling Theater in Los Angeles.

CEDRIC YARBROUGH (Bobby) For the past three seasons Cedric Yarbrough has delighted comedy fans as "Jonesy" on Comedy Central's “Reno 911.” Yarbrough also voices several characters, including Tom DuBois in “The Boondocks,” the animated comedy series, from Sony Pictures Television for Cartoon Network’s Adult Swim.  Yarbrough has also guest starred on "Arrested Development" (FOX), "The Bernie Mac Show" (FOX), and the blockbuster hit, "Meet the Fockers!" (Universal).  Additional credits include guest star appearances on Andy Richter Controls the Universe" (FOX), "Cedric the Entertainer Presents" (FOX), and "The Parkers" (UPN).    A native of Minneapolis, MN, where he graduated from Minnesota State University, Yarbrough received his improv/sketch comedy background from "Dudley Riggs' Brave New Workshop."    Cedric will be seen next spring starring alongside Owen Wilson in Paramount Pictures’ schoolyard comedy “Drillbit Taylor”.

APRIL BARNETT (Tamika)

April Barnett starred in the film FLIGHT, which competed in the Cannes International Film Festival.  She also starred as Tobi in the avant-garde piece drylongso/ordinary which was featured at the Sundance Film Festival and received the Grand Prize at the Pan African Film Festival.  She also co-starred in the Playhouse West production of THE EXONERATED directed by and starring Jeff Goldblum which ran for nine consecutive months in 2003.   Her other credits include co-starring roles on JUDGING AMY, SISTER/SISTER, THE PARENT ‘HOOD.  

COLLEEN CRABTREE (Mary)

Originally from Portland, Oregon.  Colleen Crabtree majored in film production at USC's School of Cinema-Television.  She took classes from Nina Foch, Howard Fine and The Groundlings where she became a member of their Sunday Company.  As a stand-up comedian, Colleen has worked professionally from Los Angeles to New Zealand and is a regular at the Hollywood Improv.  She was a semi-finalist in Comedy Central’s “Laugh Riots” and was recently first runner up in the “California’s Funniest Female” Competition.   She has appeared on “Monk” as well as the “The Paul Decca Story” and “Amy’s O.”  She is also an award winning character voice for Disney Channel animation, Motorola and Jimmy Dean Sausage, among others. 

ANDREW FRIEDMAN (Tom)
Currently, Andrew Friedman is in the summer hit LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD as 'Casper,' the compassionate but villainous hacker.  He will also be appearing in the Will Forte film THE BROTHERS SOLOMON, which will be released this September.  His other film credits include: MY SUPER EX-GIRLFRIEND and BEWITCHED.  His television credits include: CURB YOUR ENTHUSIASM, SIX FEET UNDER, STUDIO 60, IT'S ALWAYS SUNNY IN PHILADELPHIA, TEN ITEMS OR LESS and SCRUBS.  Andrew is currently a main company member at The Groundlings Theater.  He is performing live through September in "Groundlings Yearbook."

KIRSTIN PIERCE (Kelly)
Kirstin Pierce can be seen in the recurring role of Marilyn Rudolph, the sophisticated trophy wife of Steven Weber's character on "Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip" and a recurring "Newpsie" on "The O.C." She can next be seen playing the wife of an LA cop (Jay Mohr) in Fox Searchlight's "The Night Watchman" due to be released in 2008 with Keanu Reeves, Forest Whitaker and Jay Mohr. And she produced and had a supporting role in the short film "Seoul Mates", which won the Best Acting Award and Audience Award at the Los Angeles 48 Hour Film Festival. 

RYAN SMITH (Richard)

Ryan, an actor/improviser/writer is currently writing for FOX Television’s “MADtv.”  TV credits include “Ask Rita,” Nickelodeon’s “Tooned In,” and Kelsey Grammer’s competitive improv show, “World Cup Comedy,” where his team won the fictional World Cup Comedy Cup in both of it’s seasons. His stage credits include performing in several improv companies like LA Comedysportz and 3Man Group, and playing Merry and Elrond in the award winning musical, “Fellowship!”, a parody of Fellowship of the Ring.

BRUCE THOMAS (Peter)
Most known for a memorable cameo role as the “UPS guy” in the box office smash Legally Blonde, Bruce has since recurred on the critically acclaimed “Weeds” for Showtime, as well as currently starring as a series regular on ABC Family’s number one hit “Kyle XY”. Yet to be released is an independently made film called “Babysitter Wanted” in which he stars along with Sarah Thompson to be distributed by Lionsgate Films. 

ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS
ARMEN KAPRELIAN (Writer/Director/Executive Producer)

Armen Kaprelian originates from the world of Reality TV.  Most recently, he spent 3 years producing for HGTV's top rated show, House Hunters. After observing the wild popularity of real estate themed entertainment, Kaprelian saw an opportunity to take this concept to the big screen with a comedic twist.  Inspired by antics that he witnessed during his time at HGTV, Kaprelian created the characters and wrote the story for the feature film CLOSING ESCROW.  He spent the next year-and-a-half raising funding from a collection of the nation's top real estate agents through his production company Awkward Silence Productions.  CLOSING ESCROW marks Kaprelian's directorial debut.

KRISTEN COX (Producer)
As President and CEO of 16x9 Productions, started in 1999, Kristen has produced programs which currently air on Discovery HD, PBS, In HD, Wealth TV and HD Net. Kristen’s productions have garnered awards from Telly, Aurora, Aegis, CES, Videographer, Summit, Cinema Chicago and the Communicator, as well as nominations for outstanding work by the International Electronic Cinema Festival (IECF). Cox was also recognized by AV Video Multimedia Producer Magazine as one of the Top 100 Producers of 2000.          

RANDALL DARK (Executive Producer)
Randall P. Dark and his companies have worked exclusively in the HD medium for 20 years on over 2000 HD projects.  In 2000, Randall was presented with one of the International Electronic Cinema Festival's top honors: The Pioneer Award, for his contributions to the success of High Definition. The following year at the IECF  in Chiba Japan, Randall won the Astrolabium Award. In October of 2000, Randall was inducted into the Consumer Electronic Association's Academy of Digital Pioneers, a select group of the top DTV visionaries from around the world.
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MUSIC

	Spangu Bockman Brad Wyman

"El Toro"

Composed and Performed by: Matt Birch

Copyright © 2006 BMI

"8 Seconds of Picking"

Composed and Performed by: Matt Birch

Copyright © 2006 BMI


	"Willowcrest"

Composed and Performed by: Matt Birch

Copyright © 2006 BMI

" Emotion Rising "

Composed and Performed by: Matt Birch

Copyright © 2006 BMI



	“Knocking You Down”

Composed and Performed by: Tad Wadhams/Nick Pierone

Copyright © 2004 Dewmarc Music (BMI)

DL Music


	“Big Willie”

Composed and Performed by: Jashua Andrews/Saiheb Edwards

Copyright © 2004 Dewmarc Music (BMI)

DL Music



	“Feliz Fiesta”

Composed and Performed by: Eban Schletter

Copyright © 2005 Dewmarc Music (BMI)

DL Music


	“Grab Ten”

Composed and Performed by: Daniel Stein

Copyright © 2003 Derek Luff Music, Inc. (ASCAP)

DL Music



	“Marvelous”

Composed and Performed by: Michael G. Shapiro

Copyright © 2004 Derek Luff Music, Inc. (ASCAP)

DL Music


	“What the Funk”

American Humane Association monitored the animal action.

No animal was harmed in the making of this film. (AHA 00997)

Copyright © 2006 Awkward Silence Productions
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